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The jubilant South Amboy Democratic team celebrates after sweeping the South Amboy
election.  Pictured (l-r) Councilman Fred Henry, Mayor John T. O’Leary, Councilman Joe
Connors.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Democrats Sweep South Amboy
South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary

and his running mates, Joseph E. Connors
and Fred A. Henry rolled to victory over an
Independent ticket of Mary O’Connor for
Mayor and Vincent Mackiel for council.

The incumbent Mayor O’Leary will
now serve his sixth term in office, while
incumbents Connors and Henry will have
four more years on the City Council.

O’Leary, won all of the Wards, and
easily defeated O’Connor, 1,516 votes to
900.  Henry topped the council candidates
with 1,560, followed by Connors 1,482, and
Mackiel 822.

The voter turnout was very good with
2,520 or 52.9% of the registered 4,756 vot-
ers casting their ballots.

An ecstatic Mayor O’Leary thanked
everyone at the celebration in campaign
headquarters, and promised to “continue to
move forward with the progress of this city”.

He also paid special tribute to his mother,
the late Mary Gloria O’Leary, who recently
passed away.

Drwal, Makowski Win In Sayreville

Steve Schmid was recently selected the
2005-2006 “Knight of the Year” by the South
Amboy Knights of Columbus Council #426.
Steve is the transportation/weather feature
writer for The SA Times.  Congratulations on
a job well-done, Steve!

(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Firemen Win At
Perth Amboy

South Amboy Fire Chief Timothy
Walczak announced that the city fire depart-
ment has received several awards for its
participation in the 125th Anniversary Perth
Amboy Fire Dept. Parade on Oct. 16.  March-
ing through the streets of Perth Amboy,
South Amboy’s proud fire department had
the opportunity to display their precision
marching abilities to a neighboring city.
Chief Walczak states that “These awards are
just a reflection of how much the members
of our department work on being so diligent
in keeping the city’s fire fighting equipment
in perfect, working condition should any
type of emergency arise.  What makes one
so proud of our men and women is their
dedication and capability to perform to the
best of their abilities under any circum-
stances.  Marching is just another means in
showing their professionalism.”

The seven awards won by the South
Amboy Fire Dept. in the 125th Anniversary
Perth Amboy Fire Dept. Parade were: Best
Overall Fire Dept.; Best Appearing Fire
Dept. over 20 with music (1st place); Best
Appearing Ladies Auxiliary; Best Appear-
ing Pumper 16-25 years (Mechanicsville);
Best Appearing Pumper 5-15 years, 2nd
place (Protection); Best Appearing Color
Guard (2nd Place); Best Appearing Band
(1st place Atlantic Watch).  Congratulations
to all!

School Expansion
At Sayreville

The work on Sayreville War Memorial
High School is now in the second stage of
the $46.9 million expansion project on the
45-year old school, which includes new
science labs and extra classrooms being
built.  The second stage is expected to be
completed by September 2007, in time for
the start of school.

The project has 4 phases including sev-
eral computer labs, a music room, a new
gym, and larger cafeteria.  The breakdown
on the payments for the project is as follows:
$33 million will come from a referendum
question which was approved in April 2005,
and $13.9 million from state aid.

The project, when completed will more
than double the student capacity from 1,048
to 2,240.  There are currently 1,800 students,
many having to take courses in 10 trailers
during construction.

Marching Band Wins
The Sayreville War Memorial HS

Marching Band took 1st place recently in
the Central New Jersey Regional of the
USSBA (United States Scholastic Band
Association) season.  Competing against the
best of Central Jersey high school marching
bands, Sayreville took home Best in Guard;
Best in Visual Effect; Best in Musical Per-
formance and 1st place in Central New
Jersey Regional.  Congratulations!

Kosmoski Re-
Elected President

Richard J. Kosmoski of Parlin has been
re-elected president of the NJ Volunteer
Fire Chiefs Association.  He has now served
on the executive board for 25 continuous
years.  Kosmoski has been a member with
the Sayreville Fire Dept. for over 30 years,
and is past chief of the President Park Ind.
Fire Co.  As president, he represents volun-
teer fire chiefs from throughout the entire
state in matters pertaining to firematics,
including but not limited to, legislation that
benefits the fire service, and the overall well
being of all firefighters.

This past year, President Kosmoski also
served as chairman of the newly formed NJ
Fire Chiefs Alliance.  The Alliance consists
of the NJ Volunteer Fire Chiefs, the NJ State
Fire Chiefs Assn., and the Career Fire Chiefs
Assn. representing a total of over 2,000 fire
chiefs.

Also serving as officers for the Volun-
teer Chiefs are 1st vice president Charlie
Siedenburg, 2nd vice president Steve Doyle,
financial secretary Ken Gallagher, treasurer
John Rux, and recording secretary Al Bartos.
The NJ Volunteer Fire Chief’s Assn. is open
to all current or ex-chiefs, assistant chiefs,
battalion or deputy chiefs, captains, and
lieutenants serving in a volunteer capacity
in any fire department with the state of NJ.

Holiday Parade
The Borough of Sayreville will hold its

Annual Holiday Parade on Sunday, Dec. 10
at 5:30 p.m.  The parade will begin at Out-
look St. & Washington Rd., and conclude at
the Borough Hall on Main St.  Refreshments
will be served at the Mickey Sedlak Recre-
ation Center, Dolan St.

South Amboy – Sayreville To Share

Main Street Bypass
Agreement

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski re-
cently announced  that the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation has signed an
agreement to provide $10 Million over the
next five years to fund the Main Street
Bypass in the Borough of Sayreville.

“Now that the agreement has been
signed, we can begin the process of making
this project a reality,” said Councilman
Stanley Drwal, Councilman (D-Sayreville).
“I want to thank the Department of Trans-
portation for funding this much needed im-
provement that we have been seeking on
behalf of Sayreville.”

“This project is going to improve traffic
not just for the Borough of Sayreville but for
the entire region,” said Assemblyman
Wisniewski (D-Sayreville).  “Anyone who
lives in or commutes through the Borough
knows this project is long overdue, and I
thank Commissioner Kolluri and the De-

Sayreville Council Incumbent Demo-
crat Stanley Drwal and running mate, Kathy
Makowski defeated Republicans Marion
Marks and Ron H. Green to give the Dems

complete control of the Borough Council.
The final tally for the hard-fought election
was: Makowski 4,738; Drwal 4,693; Green
4,334; Marks 4,176 votes.

Council President Tom Pollando re-
cently announced that the Borough of
Sayreville will adopt a resolution that would
authorize the exploration of sharing emer-
gency communications with the City of South
Amboy.  If passed, the state will provide
grant money to study the possibility of shar-
ing services as a way to reduce the property
taxes of these communities.  The process
will require a similar resolution to be adopted

by the City of South Amboy.
“Sharing services is the primary way

that municipalities can stabilize and possi-
bly reduce property taxes for our residents.
I am pleased that, with the support of the
Department of Community Affairs and co-
operation of South Amboy Mayor Jack
O’Leary, we can begin identifying ways to
reduce costs without sacrificing the qualityof

continued on page 11

continued on page 6

Sayreville’s victorious Democrat Council Candidates Stanley Drwal (l) and Kathy Makowski
(r) at Washington Riding Stables in Sayreville.
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This group of locals took a land tour of Alaska followed by a cruise on the Coral Princess.
Pictured seated (l-r) Lorraine Kennedy, Wanda Skok, Ann Marie Tauber, Julie Bosze.
Standing (l-r) David Usa, Larry Rybicki, Joan Ogorek, Ziggy Skok, Shirley Makwinski, Steve
Makwinski.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

50th Anniversary
Anna and Steven Juliano of Parlin cel-

ebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on
Sept. 22.  The

couple was married on Sept. 22,1956 in
St. Vladimir’s Catholic Church, Elizabeth.
Congratulations!
Award Winner

Sayreville photographer Alex
Kryshtapovich won top honors for his por-
trait of a workman at the NJ Photography
Forum’s 12th annual photography exhibit.
Congratulations!
In Memoriam

Theresa “Tess” Babecki 77, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 14.  She was a wonder-
ful, kind-hearted lady who donated her time
to St. Mary’s Bingo for 32 years, and was
also a member of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society.  “Tess” worked for many years at
Gene Morris Paint Store on First St.  Robert
“Raritan Bob” Kiersgaard, 60, of Sayreville
died on Oct. 14.  He was the owner/operator
of Raritan Bob’s Speed & Sport Shop since
1973.  Margaret Dooling, 110, of South
Amboy died on Oct. 15.  She was a founding
member of St. Mary’s Senior Citizens Club.
I was honored to meet and interview her
several years ago as she celebrated a birth-
day.  She was a most informative and friendly
lady.  Richard Mazer, 64 of Sayreville died
on Oct. 16.  He was a star athlete at Sayreville
High in the early ‘60’s, and a really terrific
gentlemen who will be missed.  Dolores
Noble Lenahan, 72, of Sayreville died on
Oct. 23.  She had a wonderful personality
and always a cheery word for everyone she
would meet. Dolores was a member of the
Catholic Daughters of America for over 30
years, a committeewoman in the Sayreville
Democratic Organization, and a founding
member of the Sayreville Lady Dems.
Theresa Downs, 77, of South Amboy died
on Oct. 23. She was the current president of
South Amboy Senior Citizens and a past
officer of the South Amboy First Aid Squad
Ladies Auxiliary.  Timothy Cahill, 56, of
Parlin died on Oct. 23.  He was a coach for
the Morgan-Parlin Panthers, and also
coached wrestling and baseball in Sayreville.
M. Francis Butler, 92, of Sayreville died on

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.Appliance store located at 130 Broad-
way, South Amboy in 1990?  a.A-Plus Ap-
pliance b.The Major Appliance Network
c.SA Appliance

2.This was a popular Morgan night club
on Rt. 35 in ’81?  a.The Dungeon b.The
King’s Castle c.The Bedroom

3.President of the South Amboy PTA in
1989-90?  a.Anna Navralova b.Lorraine
Forrer c.Claire Kuhn

4.President of the Sayreville Young
Republicans in 1981?  a.Alvin Browne
b.Richard Becker c.Adam Janeski

5.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in 1949?
a.Andrew Baumgartner b.Kenneth Mundy
c.Leo Ryan

6.In ’77, this barber shop was located at
the Sayreville Plaza Shopping Center on Rt.
9, Parlin?  a.Freddy’s b.Terry’s c.Johnny’s

7.President of the Polish-American Citi-
zens Club in 1963?  a.Adam Rzepka
b.Chester Zamorski c.Richard Schultz

8.President of the Sayreville Board of
Health in ’73?  a.Hugh Singleton b.John
Rota c.Aloysius Beatty

9.In 1989, this produce store was lo-
cated at 128 N. Broadway, South Amboy?
a.Ernie’s Produce Place b.Al & Grace’s
Fuits & Vegetables c.All-American Pro-
duce Market

Oct. 26.  Butler was a founding member of
the Sayreville Historical Society.  Celeste
Vail Tyrrell, 64, formerly of South Amboy
died on Oct. 28.  She was a member and past
board member of Metuchen Country Club;
Women’s NJ Golf Assn.; Garden State Assn.
of NJ, and also a member of Women’s
Metropolitan Golf Assn.  Anne O’Brien
Evans, 54, formerly of South Amboy died
on Nov. 7.  A member of St. Mary’s HS
Class of ’70, she was one of the nicest people
you could ever meet.  Anne was an RN at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
for 23 years prior to retiring in 1997.  They
were all wonderful people and will be sadly
missed.

Answers
1b 2c 3b 4b 5c 6b 7c 8c 9a
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    Business of the Month  
J. O’Neill’s Place

Shannon Lalley (l) and Jennifer O’Neill (r), owners of J. O’Neill’s Place, located at 17
Thomas St. in Sayreville, take a break from decorating their beautiful banquet hall.
Don’t forget to call 732-254-9627, to book the hall for your special events.  (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

On July 1st, 2005, Jennifer O’Neill
along with her business partner, Shan-
non Lalley, officially opened J. O’Neill’s
Place.  Prior to the grand opening, J.
O’Neill’s Place was the sight of
Krainski’s Bar & Catering Hall, which
had operated in the borough for nearly
75 years.  Extensive renovations have
been made since the grand opening.

Jennifer got her first taste of work-
ing in the restaurant business when she
was just 16 in a local establishment owned
by the Mayer family.  Through the years
she worked her way up to management
& catering.  She always new that she one
day wanted her own place.  When the
opportunity arose, she took the chance.

Shannon, prior to taking on the role
of co-owner, she had taught kindergar-
ten at St. Ambrose school in Old Bridge
for 12 years.

Their kitchen is open daily with a

light “pub fare” menu.  Banquet facilities
are offered in two spacious rooms.  The
larger room is located downstairs, while
a more private room is located upstairs.
Catering services are available on & off
premise, so why not give them a call to
book for your holiday party.

Live entertainment is on hand every
weekend.  Every Thursday is comedy
night at J. O’Neill’s Place.  Come and
enjoy some of the local comic talents.
Multiple television sets are strewn
throughout the bar area to catch your
favorite sporting events.  During football
season they supply the NFL ticket and
for Monday night football they have a
free buffet at halftime, drink specials,
prizes & giveaways.  Happy Hour is
available every Monday thru Friday 2:00
P.M. -6:00 P.M.

Jennifer & Shannon look forward to
seeing you, so stop on by.

Glenn Sieber of South Amboy recently landed a 52”, 54 3/4 pound Striped Bass off the South
Amboy Beach.  Glenn hooked the fish at 7:00am and landed it at 8:15am.  That’s one great
fight!  Congratulations on your trophy Glenn. (Photo by Bill Scully)



4   November 18, 2006 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Yearbook-Hoffman 1971
By Tom Burkard

Hoffman’s Class of ’71 returned to the
John St. institution for its final year in Sep-
tember 1970, and probably were groovin’ to
the top songs of the day, “War” by Edwin
Starr and “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”
by Diana Ross, as they cruised “The Pleas-
ant Little City.”

Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski was the
Superintendent of Schools, and several of
the faculty included: William Ulbrich, Rich
Kady, Carol Smarch, Sally Ahlsten, Febronia
Grener.  The yearbook was dedicated to
Andrew Kriss.

In ’71, “Jesus Christ Superstar” was
huge on Broadway; “Look” magazine

went out of business; George C. Scott won
an Oscar for his role in “Patton,” but refused
it; President Nixon devalued the dollar; mili-
tants bombed the U.S. Capitol in Washing-
ton over the prolonged Vietnam War.  While
at old Harold G:

Donald Cross was senior class Presi-
dent, Mary Susan Switzer, V.P., and the late
Judith Jonason, Sec.  The late Mary Theresa
Bobek and Susan Kijowski were co-editors
of the yearbook.  Karen Vona was editor of
the school newspaper.  Marianne Moroski
was Student Council President.  Susann
Muller was President of the Future Teachers
of America Club, and also the Library Coun-
cil.  Bobek was President of the National
Honor Society.

The graduating class of 70 was one of
Hoffman’s largest in history at the time.
Terrific people I’ve gotten to know through
the years from the Class of ’71 include: Karl
Buickerood, Deborah Cahill, Barbara
Charmello, James Charmello (former South
Amboy Fire Chief), Dawn Dadan, Francis
Dragotta, Linda Eppinger, Deborah Garsick,
Maureen Helton, Karen Johnson, Frank
Jonason, Christine Kozak, Alex Letts, John
Mackiel, Deborah Mason, Nancy McCabe,
Patrick McCarthy, Eileen O’Leary (Real
Estate), William Parsons, Kenneth Peterson,
James Ploskonka, Richard Scully, Linda
Skrynka, Michael Tingle, Mary Ward.   Do
you remember any of these nicknames?

Gush, Duck, Pinky, Crime, Meatball, Pairs,
Ting, Chet.

Sports were big in the “Land of Gover-
nors” in ’71.  The basketball team under
Coach Ray “Butch” Tomaszewski was one
of the best in the school’s history, and the
baseball club under coach John “Mr. Z”
Zdanewicz, finished 13-5-1.  Many seniors
participated in sports, including: Ed Mancini,
Dean Colucci, Ed Conlon (Law Enforce-
ment), Don Gendlek, Tony Charmello,
Raymond Smith, Charles Pawlowski, the
late Carolyn McCarthy, Mary Ann Chonsky,
Janet Shaluha (SA Board of Education mem-
ber), Karyn Nix, Benita Formoso, Alfred
Clark, Michael Colucci, James Croddick,
Peter Dobrzynski, Robert Huryk, Patrick
Quinlan, Dan Paone, the late Joseph Vigi-
lante, Roger White, John Wojciechowski,
Tom Wortley, Dennis Yanoski (Successful
Businessman).

H.G. Hoffman High’s Class of ’71 was
a truly fine group of most interesting and
talented people, many who were real sports
nuts that competed and defeated some of the
finest schools around.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

Little Fishy
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate c.2006

Program Sign Ups
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

be holding program registration from Nov.
13-Jan. 4 for the following programs: Tod-
dler Funtime; Motion; Little Chefs; All By
Myself; Kennedy Park Recreation Pre-
School program ages 3-5.  For complete
info call 732-390-7092 or 732-390-7096.

I’m a little fishy
Caught in a net
Where my captors take me
I don’t know yet
If my doom is eminent
They dare to procure me
I’ll surprise them in the end
I’m filled with mercury!
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Back in the 1950’s the Borough of Sayreville named new streets after its war veterans.
Recently, through the efforts of Councilmen Stanley Drwal and Daniel Buchanan, over 60
red, white and blue signs were placed beneath the actual street sign, with the vets name,
identifying the war they fought in, such as the sign above, to honor these brave men.  (Photo
by Tom Burkard)

Knights Christmas
Party

Knights of Columbus Council 2061 of
Sayreville cordially invite you to the Annual
Christmas Party on Dec. 16 from 7 p.m. to
midnight.  There will be Dinner & Dancing
with an Open Bar, and the music will be
provided by Jimmy Ray.  Meals will be
prepared by Chef John Brusich.  There will
be a Super 50/50, and Christmas Gifts for
the ladies.  Tickets are $30 per person.
Please contact Don Unkel 732-721-8852,
Dr. John Misiewicz 732-613-9633 or the
Club 732-257-2061.

Open House
On Thursday, October 12, 2007 Raritan

Bay FCU participated in the Cardinal
McCarrick High School open house. Ron
Behrens, President/CEO and Sue Spitalere,
Marketing Manager of Raritan Bay FCU
greeted parents and students and informed
them about the benefits credit union mem-
bership has to offer.

The Eagle’s Nest branch office of
Raritan Bay FCU was established for stu-
dents and is run by students. The credit
union is open to the staff and students of the
Cardinal McCarrick High School, as well as
the St. Mary’s Elementary School. A credit
union is a non-profit financial cooperative,
offering full-service financial services.

Free Blood Pressure Testing
The Keyport IHOP will be hosting

FREE Blood Pressure Testing. The tests
will be done by the staff of the Bayshore
Fitness and Wellness Center.  The tests will
be conducted at the Keyport IHOP located at
106 Route 36 (Stop & Shop Plaza) in
Keyport.  The FREE ests will be done on
Wednesday November 29th between the
hours of 11 AM to 2 PM and 5 PM to 7 PM.
Wednesday is Senior Appreciation Day at
IHOP and Seniors get 50% off the regular

menu.  Owner Mitzy Moore says, “It’s an-
other way we are giving back to the commu-
nity.  We serve hundreds of meals to Seniors
on Wednesdays and while they are at our
restaurant they can have their Blood Pres-
sure checked for Free!”  The free tests are for
people of all ages.  The Bayshore Fitness
and Wellness Center located in Hazlet and
the Keyport IHOP are proud to join together
for this healthy cause.

South Amboy – Sayreville To Share
continued from page 1

service.  I thank Assemblyman John
Wisniewski for coordinating this plan with
the DCA so that we can receive assistance in
the form of grants to help us implement
these programs,” said Thomas Pollando (D),
Council President in the Borough of
Sayreville.

“We look forward to working together
with the Borough of Sayreville to find ways
to reduce redundancy and stabilize taxes,”
said Mayor O’Leary.   “South Amboy will
be adopting a similar resolution that will
help solve our emergency communication
needs, and allow both South Amboy and
Sayreville to receive additional grants of up
to two-hundred-thousand dollars for the
implementation of shared emergency ser-
vices.”

“As Co-Chairman of the Legislature’s
Joint Committee on Shared Services and

Consolidation, I am certain that sharing ser-
vices between municipalities is a great way
to stabilize   and possibly reduce property
taxes in both sharing communities.  By
eliminating redundancy in services, munici-
palities can continue to offer the same qual-
ity and type of services to citizens at a lesser
cost.  I salute Council President Thomas
Pollando and South Amboy Mayor John
O’Leary for showing the courage to truly do
what it takes to find solutions to reducing
property taxes.  And I thank Community
Affairs Commissioner Susan Bass Levin
and her Department for offering to provide
grant money to get these programs started,”
said John S. Wisniewski (D), Assembly-
man, 19th District.

The first area slated for study will be
emergency communication.
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Colonel (Ret.) Stephen G. Abel, Deputy Commissioner for Veteran Affairs is shown
presenting South Amboy’s Ken Rogers with the N.J. Distinguished Service Medal (New
Jersey’s highest military award) during an awards ceremony held at the Edison Elks Lodge
on Oct. 19.  Rogers is a World War II veteran.  Congratulations!

Veterans Of U.S. Marine Corps Service
From South Amboy And Vicinity

The U.S. Marine Corps celebrated its
231st birthday on Nov. 10.  The following is
a list compiled by Marine Veterans Col.
Jerry Connors USMC (Ret), and Vince
Higgins.
World War II Era

Chester Zamorski-enlisted in ’41 (later
Principal is South Amboy Elementary
School); Earl Connors-enlisted before Pearl
Harbor.  Thought to be WIA and a malarial
casualty-Guadalcanal; John “Ess” Triggs-
WIA Iwo Jima, 4th Marine Div.; Pat Dugan-
of the Hennessey Family.  Pacific Theatre,
later recalled for Korea; Howard Inman-
KIA Iwo Jima serving with War Dog units;
Edmund Pupek-KIA Iwo Jima, 4th Marine
Div.; Frank Kuligowski-KIA Iwo Jima, 5th
Marine Div., Pioneer Bn., Silver Star
Awardee; Joseph Miducki-KIA Okinawa,
4th Rgt., 6th Marine Div.; Jack Bringhurst-
WIA Okinawa, 6th Mar Div.; Bob Seaman-
WIA Okinawa, 15th Marines, Artillery For-
ward Observer; Grembowicz-Pacific Area,
Marine Defense Battalions; Charlie Reilly-
Marine Aviation Units; Leo Geant-”En-
listed-Pilot,” career Marine; Al Ust, George
Ziobro, Joe Manion, Billy Munck, Aubrey
Render, Jim Kelly (Possible Silver Star
awardee)-Units unknown.
Late World War II And Post WW II

Bob Eppinger-China Service Marine,
Shanghai; Joe Kilcomons-Hawaii and late,
81mm Mortars, 8th Regt., 2nd Mar Div.,
NCar; Phil Jasper-2nd Marine Air Wing,
NCar; Dave Mugford-Marine Guard, Naval
Air Station, JAX; Rudy Neumann, Frank
Meinzer, Joe Scully, Tony Nebus, Gene
Munn-Units unknown.
Korean War 1950-53

Robert “Ace” Donnelly-Gunner, 2nd
Amtrack Batallion, 2nd Mar. Div., NCar;
John Kenny-2nd Ordnance Bn., 2nd Mar
Div., NCar; Bill St. Amour-Bronze Star,
Purple Heart-2 awards; Bill Reilly-Avia-
tion Units, NCar; Joe Klimkiewicz-WIA-
Korea-1st Mar Div; Vince Higgins-Enlisted

12/50, Mach. Guns, 8th Marines; Cryptog-
rapher, NCar; Ed “Waj” Carney-WIA 1st
Mar Div-Korea; John Burkard-Korea; Roy
Wilson, Mike Kelly, Don Munn, Don Moyle,
Frank McMahon, Bill Creed, Joseph “Red”
O’Brien, Dave “Bud” Quinlan, Chester
Zonak, “Red” Kelly, Howard Hoffman,
Vernon Stolte-all Units unknown.
Post Korean War Late 1953-56

Art Jensen-Communications Officer,
Lt. Col., retired; Ralph Jurewicz-Marine
Careerist, MMsgt, retired; Michael
Meszaros, James Phillips-W. Pacific ser-
vice; Jerry Connors-Career Marine Officer,
Lt. Col., retired; Jack Vail-Officer, Marine
Corps Reserve, Disabled in training acci-
dent; Rudy Gunther, Reps, Don Kuntne,
Burk Lambertson, Semoneit, John Connors,
Joe Carney-all Units unknown.  Neil
MacFarlane-thought to be retired Lt. Col.,
Career Officer.

Note: The foregoing list was prepared
from memory by two of the above listed
Marines.  Lapses, errors and omissions are
regrettable, but are offered in the spirit of
“Semper Fidelis.”  The lack of recognition
for Marines who served in Vietnam and
other conflicts is simply a function of being
out of touch and uninformed.  Bless ‘em all!

Scupp Has Great Month
South Amboy resident and St. Mary’s

HS graduate, Bob Scupp had himself quite a
month playing golf in September.  While
playing at Colts Neck Golf & Country Club,
he achieved the nearly impossible dream by
getting a 155-yd. hole-in-one.  Several days
later, he followed with a “double eagle” at
Lakewood Country Club.  In the group were
his dad, Mickey Scupp and Randy Brown,
Basketball coach with the New Jersey Nets.

Bob had just returned from the Domini-

can Republic where he worked on a film in
Special Effects with Robert DeNiro.  Some
of  Scupp’s accomplishments in the film
industry thus far have included “Godzilla,”
“The Horse Whisperer,” and the movie pro-
duced in South Amboy, “Coyote Ugly.”
More recent films were “War of the Worlds,”
and “The Forgotten.”   Congratulations,
Bob!

Pierogi & Blintze
Sale

St. Stanislaus Kostka Rosary Altar So-
ciety is holding a Pierogi & Blintze Sale
with all orders due by Dec. 1st.  Delicious
pierogi!  Perfect for your holiday entertain-
ment, with a variety of fillings to choose
from.  Pierogis-$3.75-$4 per dozen; Blintzes-
$4.50 per package.  To place an order and for
more info, call Joan 732-257-7516 or Yvonne
732-257-4634 or Madeline 732-257-6510.

“A Classic Irish
Christmas”

Cardinal McCarrick High School will
present “A Classic Irish Christmas” concert
featuring Andy Cooney, comedian Noel
Ginnity, and Niall O’Leary Dance Troupe
on November 30th.  For complete informa-
tion, call Maureen Kemble at 732-721-0748
ext. 243.

Student Wins Essay
Contest

Corie-Anne Richardson, a 3rd Grade
student at Sayreville’s Truman School, won
an essay contest in NJ Education Associa-
tion (NJEA) Eagles Public School Hero
Contest- NJ Public Schools.  Corie-Anne’s
winning essay was about her 2nd Grade
teacher, Eddie Howard, who happens to be
a huge Philadelphia Eagles fan.  She wrote
the essay in hopes that Howard would get to
meet a player from the Eagles.  The dream
did come true for the youngster, as the prize
package was personally delivered by L.J.
Smith, a tight end for the Philadelphia Eagles
pro football team.
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732-721-9093
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• Money Orders
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Peterson Pharmacy
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132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water–– Fluke season is now
closed.  Possibly new stricter regulations are
coming in 2007.  Local bottom fishing is
good for Porgies and Sea Bass.  More Strip-
ers are showing up at the Bay beaches.  One
over 30lbs was caught at Lawrence Harbor
recently. I saw one over 20lbs caught at
Cliffwood Beach.  I finished out the Fluke
season myself a week before it ended.  In a
small boat, out of Atlantic Highlands, I
caught 5 Fluke with 2 keepers, one close to
3lbs, plus a Sea Robin and one small Sea
Bass. Surf fishing along the coast is now
mostly Stripers and big Bluefish. I returned
to LBI area at 20th St at Spray Beach. I
caught a Skate and two big Kingfish.  One
Kingfish was big, 17 inches weighing in at
2lbs 1oz.  It kicked around so much that it
drove the hook through my left index finger
causing me to seek out medical attention to
get the hook cut out!  My wife and I made our
bi-yearly trip to Plymouth, Mass. and fished
on the Capt John Boats.  One trip got blown
out but on the other trip to Stellwagon Bank
the entire boat was plagued with too many
Dogfish.  I only caught one keeper Cod.  We
saw some nice Haddock and Cod caught but
very few for the 40 plus on board.  We saw
quite a few Bluefin Tuna jumping and chas-
ing bait in the surrounding waters.  It was a
nice, picture perfect day to be out.

Fresh Water–– Fall Trout stocking has
taken place with fewer but bigger Trout.  My
Wife and I tried our luck at the Pequest in
mid October with me striking out with lures,
catching nothing, and she caught 2 Rain-
bows that were 13 and 15 inches on bait.
Heavy Rains have slowed all the fishing, but
that should only be temporary.  There were
also some nice Rainbows caught at both
boat launch ramps at Round Valley Reser-
voir.

Obituaries
Amato, Benjamin, 64, of Parlin died on

Nov. 2.
Babecki, Theresa C. “Tess” Jacobs of

South Amboy died on Oct. 14.
Barbera, Agatha, 79, of Sayreville died

on Oct. 12.
Benes, Eileen F., 61, of Parlin died on

Oct. 20.
Butler, Eileen M. Coakley, 86, of Parlin

died on Oct. 25.
Butler, M. Francis, 92, of Sayreville

died on Oct. 26.
Cahill, Timothy M., 56, of Parlin died

on Oct. 23.
Christensen, Ruth, 82, of Parlin died on

Oct. 30.
Collins, Augustine F., 77, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 2.
Consiglio, Rose, 85, of South Amboy

died on Oct. 11.
Dooling, Margaret A., 110, of South

Amboy died on Oct. 15.
Downs, Theresa Jaje, 77, of South

Amboy died on Oct. 23.
Evans, Anne E. O’Brien, 54, formerly

of South Amboy died on Nov. 7.
Ferrara, John J., 93, of Parlin died on

Nov. 2.
Gruda, Sophie, 87, of Sayreville died

on Nov. 6.
Gural, William, 88, formerly of Parlin

died on Nov. 6.
Hartenias, Dimitrios S., 77, of Parlin

died on Nov. 5.
Kjersgaard, Robert “Raritan Bob,” 60,

of Sayreville died on Oct. 14.
Koons, John “Jack,” 71, of Sayreville

died on Oct. 30.
Lenahan, Dolores H. Noble, 72, of

Sayreville died on Oct. 23.
Lynch, Kevin G., 46, of Sayreville died

on Oct. 11.
Lyons, James L. Jr., 57, formerly of

South Amboy died on Oct. 18.
Mazer, Barbara, 65, of Sayreville died

on Oct. 15.
Mazer, Richard, 64, of Sayreville died

on Oct. 16.
Ryan, Joan C., 78, of Morgan died on

Oct. 21.
Saccone, Eugene P. Sr., 85, of South

Amboy died on Nov. 9.
Scibek, Elsie M., 82, of Sayreville died

on Nov. 5.
Sullivan, William D., 78, of Sayreville

died on Oct. 26.
Tighe, Francis P. “Wally,” 87, of Parlin

died on Oct. 22.
Tyrrell, Celeste Vail, 64, formerly of

South Amboy died on Oct. 28.
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Cardinal McCarrick High School held their homecoming dance last month, the theme was
Mardi Gras.  Pictured (l-r) Prince, Ben Ruiz, Princess, Danielle Lapolla. Queen, Jewelee
Racioppi and King, Nick Borruso.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

partment of Transportation for supporting
this vital link in our area’s transportation
infrastructure.”

In order to provide a long-term solution
to the traffic problems on Main Street, the
Borough’s Circulation Master Plan proposed
the construction of a new roadway to be
located over an existing utility right-of-way
parallel to Main Street.  This new three (3)
mile long roadway, which is known as the
Main Street By-Pass, is intended to serve as
the new primary East/West collector road
for the Borough.

When Rory Zach and I ran for election
last year, we promised to find ways to im-
prove traffic conditions in the Borough.  The
Main Street Bypass is a key example of our
ability to make good on that promise,” said
Councilman Dennis Grobelny (D-
Sayreville).

Main Street Bypass
continued from page 1

“Dennis and I began pushing last year
for the completion of the Main Street By-
pass,” said Councilman Rory Zach (D-
Sayreville) “I thank Assemblyman
Wisniewski and the Department of Trans-
portation for helping make our vision a
reality.”

 It is great that the Department of Trans-
portation has provided the much needed
funding to complete this important project.

Within 60 days of the agreement, the
NJDOT will make available to Sayreville $2
million for the Main Street Bypass.  There
will be additional $2 million installments
made available within 60 days of the start of
fiscal years 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011.

This year’s installment will allow the
Borough to begin the survey and conceptual
design for this project.  Final design is ex-
pected to begin by the end of this year, with
construction slated for 2008.
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You may think you have rebounded fine
from that knee injury playing football, bas-
ketball or soccer at age 16, but it could haunt
you by your 40’s or 50’s.  Recent research
scientists are proving what some sufferers
have long suspected: A single knee injury as
a teenager or young adult can triple the risk of
arthritis in that knee by middle age.  “I can’t
tell you how many people I’ve seen who say,
‘I played college basketball and injured my
knee, but I still play on weekends, I just run
through the pain,’ well known arthritis expert
Dr. Roland Moskowitz said with a sigh.  “Pain
is nature’s way of telling you, there’s some-
thing wrong here,” said Moskowitz of
Cleveland’s Case Western University.

Millions around the world suffer from
osteoarthritis, the form of joint disease typi-
cally caused by the wear and tear of aging.
The smooth, slippery cartilage that cushions
joints over time becomes rough and cracked,
causing pain and stiffness that can become
severe as the cartilage continues to disinte-
grate.  It can hit any joint, but knees and
ankles are very vulnerable.  Studies have
found that knee injuries in middle to old age
when joints are deteriorating, accelerate ar-
thritis.

John Hopkins University rheumatolo-
gist Allan Gelber, M.D. wondered if earlier
injuries, when your body still heals easily,
played a role.  Gelber used a study of 1,337
John Hopkins medical graduates who under-
went rigorous health exams before graduat-
ing some 40 years ago and then were moni-
tored each year since.  People who injured a
knee before age 22 had a three-fold increased
risk of getting osteoarthritis in that knee, and
it typically struck by their mid 50’s he found.
The cumulative risk rose to five-folds when
Gelber also counted injuries including liga-
ment, or cartilage tears and bone fractures.
Football, basketball and skiing were com-
mon causes, but car accidents and falls were
culprits too.  If the injury heals, why would it
matter?  Because even mild damage throws
off joints’ biomechanics.  Moskowitz ex-
plained, “You may not see change day to day,
but year to year you’ll see the change.”  Any
trauma to a joint that is significant enough to
cause ligament injury throws off that joint’s
biochemics.  As always an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure.  That goes for
any joint, including the spine, which has 24
movable joints.  See your chiropractor, your
biomechanical specialist.

Holiday Bake-Off
Elaine Gaber, Director of the Sadie

Pope Dowdell Library, announced that the
library is sponsoring South Amboy’s first
Holiday Bake-off Competition!

There will be three categories – cook-
ies, cakes and pies; with prizes awarded to
the winner and runner-up in each category.
There will also be a ‘Best in Show’ prize!

The deadline for entries is 4 pm on
Friday, December 8th.  Entries may be
brought into the library: Thursday, Decem-
ber 7th  (from 12 Noon to 7:00 pm) or
Friday, December 8th  (from 9:00 am to 4:00
pm).   Entry forms will be available; contact
the library for the official rules.

The Holiday Bake-Off Competition will
kick off the annual Holiday Open House
which will take place at the library on Fri-
day, December 8th at 7:00 pm.

 The library is adjacent to the South
Amboy High School and may be reached at
732.721.6060 or info@dowdell.org.

Save the Date
The South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day

Parade Committee will honor the 2007 Grand
Marshall and Deputy Grand Marshalls of this
year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday,
January 28, 2007 at the AOH Hall from 1:00
p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  The afternoon will include
food, prizes, beer, wine, DJ and fun for all.
Tickets are $30.00 in advance and $35.00 at
the door.  Tickets are available at AOH Hall,
O’Ireland and St. Mary Elementary School.

Look for this year’s commemorative
button available for $2.00 at Broadway Ba-
gels, Main Liquors, AOH Hall, and South
Amboy Deli.

For more information about this year’s
parade please visit our website at
www.saparade.com.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times November 18, 2006   13
Engaged

Thomas and Nancy Burkard of South Amboy
announce the engagement of her daughter,
Nancy Kurtiak to Edward Bolk of Parlin, son
of the late Albert and Nancy Bolk.  A Fall 2007
wedding is planned.

Nun Celebrates 70th Anniversary

Coyle Writes Novel
Parlin resident and Sayreville War

Memorial HS grad, Michael W. Coyle, has
released his first novel, a suspense thriller,
“The Redemption.”  Michael is the son of
Dennis and Linda Coyle of Sayreville.   Now
28, he is a teacher in New Brunswick and a
writer for a country music website.  “It’s
always been a dream of mine to write books
that would be interesting and realistic, but
also give people a good scare,” he said.

The book is dedicated to his family,
friends and the memory of Robert Hughes,
a Sayreville resident and personal friend
who perished in the events of 9/11.  The
novel is now for sale on Lulu.com, and will
be available on Amazon.com and other book
retailers in the upcoming months.

Sayreville Election-
1919

Democrat John J. Quaid became the
first Mayor under the Borough form of gov-
ernment, when he defeated Republican C.W.
Fisher, 492-425.  In the First Ward, Repub-
lican Jacob Shuey won by 2 votes over Dem
Richard U. Rue.  Republican James Hackett
defeated Democrat Victor Gottfredsen by
129 votes to win the Fourth Ward council
seat.  Judge Birmingham ran unopposed for
the Justice of the Peace position.

Sister M. Columbine Kuc, 94 years
young, celebrated her 70th Anniversary as a
Sister of the Order of the Bernardine
Franciscan Sisters on September 2nd.  Sister
Columbine serves the South River commu-
nity and St. Mary of Ostrabrama parish.

Sister Columbine, who grew up in South
Amboy as Julia Agnes Kuc, attended Sacred
Heart School and St. Mary’s High School,
now Cardinal McCarrick High School.

She became a nun at age 24, and ful-
filled her dream to go into missionary work
at age 29.  Sister was assigned to Brazil,

where she remained for 29 years.  In her
present position, she teaches religion and
C.C.D. classes, helps with parish fundraisers,
and also assists in the parish office.  Con-
gratulations Sister Columbine and God
Bless!

RBFCU Grand Opening
On Tuesday, October 3, 2007 Raritan

Bay FCU held a Grand Opening celebration
for their Eagle’s Nest branch office, located
in the Cardinal McCarrick High School and
St. Mary’s Elementary School cafeteria.
Membership is open to all faculty, staff, and
students of these two schools. The Eagle’s
Nest branch was created for the students and
is run by the students.

Anyone who opened an account or made
a deposit into their existing credit union
account, during the grand opening, received
a free coupon for a school lunch, as well as
had a chance to spin a prize wheel to win up
to $20.00. In addition, they were automati-
cally entered to win a $50.00 gift.

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union is a
non-profit financial cooperative, offering
full-service financial services.

Spaghetti Dinner
Sunday

A Spaghetti Dinner will be held on
Sun., Nov. 19 from 4-8 p.m. at the South
Amboy Elks Lodge, 601 Washington Ave.,
South Amboy, to benefit 3-year old Ryan
Schaaf who will be undergoing heart sur-
gery.  Tickets are available at the Lodge or
call Cheryl Torres 732-616-8011.  Tickets
are $15 per person, and will also be sold at
the door if available.  All proceeds to benefit
the Schaaf Family.  Donations are being
accepted at South Amboy Elks Lodge, c/o
Schaaf Family, 601 Washington Ave., South
Amboy, NJ 08879.  Please make checks
payable to: R. Schaaf.

Toy Drive
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

hold a Toy Drive from Nov. 27-Dec. 1.  New
toys only may be brought to the Mickey
Sedlak Recreation Center, Dolan St.,
Sayreville.  For more info call 732-390-
7092 or 390-7096.
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Jon Bon Jovi
(Photo by Paul Citone)

Bon Jovi Honored In Philly
By Tom Burkard

Rock superstar/actor Jon Bon Jovi was re-
cently awarded the City of Brotherly Love Award
from Philadelphia Mayor John F. Street at the
National Constitution Center in Philly.  Bon Jovi,
formerly of Sayreville, received his award fol-
lowing the Liberty Medal ceremony, which hon-
ored past presidents George H.W. Bush and Bill
Clinton.

Bon Jovi also announced his project called
Phase V Homeownership Project, which is the
renovation of 15 decaying homes on two blocks
of the city’s north side.  Bon Jovi, co-owner of the
Philadelphia Soul football club of the Arena Foot-
ball League, and the creator of the Soul’s charity
foundation, connected with Habitat for Human-
ity, Saturn automobile company, and a Philadel-
phia charity for the huge “touchdown for man-
kind.”

Congratulations Jon on the award, and for
helping to make the world a better place!

Goldie Rocks With
“Earl Jam”

By Tom Burkard
Parlin musician, Bob Goldie is cur-

rently performing again, with a new group
called “Earl Jam.”  The band has been to-
gether for a few months and playing prima-
rily at the Southwinds Yacht Club in Forked
River.  “Earl Jam” plays a lot of Grateful
Dead, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s and even some
50’s songs “thrown in for good measure.”
Goldie, a seasoned and talented veteran of
the music scene is featured on 6-string bass,
and is a backing vocalist.  If you can catch
“Earl Jam” live, don’t miss the opportunity!

“The Snake”
Returns

By Tom Burkard
Sayreville native, Dave “The Snake”

Sabo and his band, Skid Row, returned for a
local performance at the Starland Ballroom
in Sayreville on November 11.

Always a tremendous guitarist and per-
former, “The Snake” put on an outstanding
show, according to two female fans who
traveled across the U.S. to see the group.

New Marshall Tucker Album-A Hit!
By Tom Burkard

The Marshall Tucker Band’s new 2-CD
release, “Live On Long Island 4-18-80”, on
Ramblin’ Records/Shout! Factory LLC, is
perfect for music fans all over!  It is the first
CD ever released to showcase a complete
concert by the original band.

The 16-song CD set was recorded at the
group’s last live performance by its original
lineup, and sadly 10 days later, bass guitarist
Tommy Caldwell died from injuries in an
auto accident.

The concert was really cookin’ from the
start, as the boys opened with a great version
of “Running Like The Wind.”  The sax
player really stood out on “Last Of The
Singing Cowboys, an easy listening type of
tune.  “Cattle Drive” featured tremendous
lead licks, combining with some very steady
high-hat playing by drummer Paul Riddle.
It was a great jazz-tinged song with a West-
ern theme, and if you listen closely, you can
hear the lead player, Toy Caldwell breaking
a string and switching to another guitar
during the song.

Is it possible that “See You One More
Time” may have been prophetic in the sense
of the upcoming tragedy?  Lead singer Doug
Gray’s vocals were powerful on this num-
ber.  “Take The Highway” was precision
personified, and featured a tremendous, long
jam with Toy’s lead licks simply amazing!

Gray excelled throughout the album,
and is especially outstanding on MTB’s
legendary hits, “Heard It In A Love Song,”
“Can’t You See,” and “Fire On The Moun-
tain.”

The Marshall Tucker Band played “This
Ol’ Cowboy for a closer,  that actually
closed or ended a tremendous run, an era of
greatness for them.  Gray’s final words to
the crowd were, “God bless ya’ and have a
safe trip home.  We love yah!  And the MTB
fans will love “Live On Long Island 4-18-
80.”

NEW MUSIC
By Phil Rainone

R&R MUSIC DJ’s 732-316-9447

Grand Funk Railroad- Greatest Hits
CD/DVD (Capitol)

Unlike past reissues, this one includes
songs from their first albums (“Time Ma-
chine,” “Heartbreaker,” “Inside Looking
Out”), through their last (“Take Me,”
“Shinin’ On”).  In between are some cool
rockers that re the heart and soul of the band
(“American Band,” “I’m Your Captain” and
the soulful cover of Marvin Gaye’s “Some
Kind of Wonderful”).  There’s also a DVD
included of six live songs including a rockin’
version of “I’m Your Captain” from their
Shea Stadium show in ’71.  The Funk Faith-
ful will truly enjoy this set!

Moody Blues- To Our Children’s
Children’s Children/ In Search of the Lost
Chord (Universal)

These two separate CD’s, taken to-
gether, were like a seamless steam of musi-
cal consciousness.  Songs like “Legend of a
Mind” or “The Eyes of a Child” showed that
the band could rock, as well as tell a quiet
story.  Either way, The Moody Blues ad-
vanced the concept album by drawing the
listener into the story with lush harmonies,

excellent musicianship, and the hopefulness
of their lyrics.  Both CD’s contain 2 discs
featuring unreleased and alternate songs that
add up to a more complete picture of the
band, the music, and the times (’69-’70).

John Coltrane- Gold (Universal)
From the late 50’s through the 60’s,

John Coltrane was the sound of the future of
Jazz.  Songs (2 CD set) like “Blue Train,”
“Spiritual,” and the masterfully wicked “My
Favorite Things,” are still miles ahead of
what’s out there today.  Pop, rock, and R&B
saxophonist are always musically quoting
from Coltrane’s distinct musical vocabulary
of improvisation, rapid-fire runs, and soul
searching that’s found in almost all his mu-
sic.  Like Miles Davis, or Charles Mingus,
John Coltrane’s music creates a deeper, more
meaningful feeling, especially on songs like
“Impressions,” “In a Sentimental Mood,”
and the unparalleled, meditative composi-
tion, “A Love Supreme.”

With Coltrane’s music, it’s not whether
or not you understand what he’s doing mu-
sically; it’s more about the emotional reac-
tion that really counts.

#1 Pop Hits On Nov.
18
1999-Smooth-Santana feat. Rob Thomas
1983-All Night Long-Lionel Richie
1977-You Light Up My Life-Debby Boone
1969-Wedding Bell Blue- The 5th Dimen-
sion
1953-Ebb Tide
1940-Only Forever
1937-You Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming

#1 Country Hits On
Nov. 18
1993-She Used To Be Mine-Brooks & Dunn
1987-Maybe Your Baby’s Got The Blues-
The Judds
1971-Lead Me On-Conway Twitty & Loretta
Lynn
1962-I’ve Been Everywhere-Hank Snow
1955-That Do Make It Nice-Eddy Arnold
1946-Divorce Me C.O.D.-Merle Travis

Blender’s Song List
Blender magazine recently selected its

Top 10 Worst Songs Ever.  See if you agree
with the following: 1. “We Built This City”-
Jefferson Starship 2. “Achy Breaky Heart”-
Billy Ray Cyrus 3.”Everybody Have Fun
Tonight”-Wang Chung 4. “Rollin”-Limp
Bizkit 5. “Ice Ice Baby”-Vanilla Ice 6. “The
Heart of Rock-and- Roll”-Huey Lewis and
the News 7. “Don’t Worry, Be Happy”-
Bobby McFerin 8. “Party All The Time”-
Eddie Murphy 9. “American Life”-Madonna
10. “Ebony and Ivory”-Paul McCartney.

Best Guitar Solos
Ever

U.K. classic radio station, Planet Rock
polled listeners to come up with the Top 10
guitar solos of all-time.  What do you think
of the following?  1. “Comfortably Numb”-
Pink Floyd 2. “Sweet Child O’ Mine”-Guns
N’ Roses 3. “Freebird”-Lynyrd Skynyrd 4.
“Eruption”-Van Halen 5. “November Rain”-
Guns N’ Roses 6. “Stairway To Heaven”-
Led Zeppelin 7. “Sultans of Swing”-Dire
Straits 8. “Aqualung”-Jethro Tull 9. “Hotel
California”-The Eagles 10. “Child In Time”-
Deep Purple.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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The Changing Seasons

“To everything, turn, turn, turn, there is
a season, turn, turn, turn and a time for every
purpose under heaven.”

If a female, carrying extra poundage,
should ask four women of various ages
whether or not she looks fat in her tight
fitting, fat-squeezing dress, the answers
would all be different.  The first woman, not
yet 20, would gush, “NO!!!  You look
GREAT!!”  The second woman, in her 30s,
would diplomatically say, “Of course not!”
The third woman, of middle-years, would
simply reply, “Yes, you do.”  The 4th woman,
in her senior years, would matter-of-factly
respond, “Don’t be silly.  You know you
look fat or you wouldn’t be asking.”

Something happens to women’s dispo-
sitions in middle-age and it all begins with
“the Season of the Change.”  Having to
survive night sweats, hot flashes, and hor-
monal imbalances as forceful as mini tsuna-
mis, women seem to undergo a verbal free-
dom, known as an unzipped lip.  A husband
is usually the first to bear witness to this
unique transformation when his once easy-
going wife tells him, “Well, if you don’t like
it, don’t let the door hit you on your way
out,” just because he said something like,
“It’s supposed to rain today.”  If he’s smart,
he quickly learns to stay quiet until the
raging hormones settle down again.

Menopausal women feel no need to
“sugar coat” words; that’s for the young.   If
someone decides to ask an older woman a
question, they better be expecting an honest
answer, because that’s what they’ll get, no
matter how brutally honest the answer may
be.   Even when no question is asked, a
menopausal woman will still give her opin-
ion, whenever the opportunity arises.  Poli-
ticians seem to be well-aware of this as they
never seem to ask older women about any-
thing other than Medicare or Social Secu-
rity Benefits.

Men, too, go through a “Season of
Change,” known as the Mid-Life Crisis.
While women have physical symptoms with
Menopause, men have mental ones, be-
cause their changes are all in their heads.  As

hairlines recede; bellies expand; joints
stiffen; and ambition weakens, men are hit
with the realization they are no longer young.
Ironically, this occurs around the age of 40,
when women are just reaching their “peak,”
and are experiencing a newfound vitality
and youthful zest for life.

For most men, there is no actual crisis.
Mid-life to them is just a transitional period,
but one that sets off an inner alarm, warning
“it’s now or never,” as the clock begins to
tick louder.  Unlike women who, from con-
stant scrutiny in a mirror, have time to adjust
to the gradual signs of aging, men seem to
notice them all at once.  When they do,
mental promises are made to lose some
weight, exercise more often, and eat
healthier.  Others may even change jobs, get
a tattoo or buy a gym membership.

Some men, though, have very real cri-
ses, which they create for themselves.
They’re the ones who will join a motorcycle
club, buy an expensive, sports car convert-
ible, usually red in color, and/or suddenly
bear a strong resemblance to the “new”
Kenny Rogers.

What may have come in “like a lion,
goes out like a lamb,” and men eventually
learn to accept, adjust, kick back and mel-
low out.  In proof of God’s wisdom, this all
takes place before another “Season of
Change” for their female counterparts ap-
pears like a storm-cloud on the horizon.
“Coming in like a lamb,” with the very first
hot flash, and soon to “roar like a hungry,
manic pack of lions,” Menopause begins.

The different stages in life are like the
changing seasons.  Our bodies grow and
bloom in Springtime; pass through the heat
and passion of the Summer years, adjust to
the dramatic changes of Autumn, then, come
to peace in the Winter years.  Just as it states
in the Bible, and recorded by the Byrds “To
everything, turn, turn, turn, there is a season,
turn, turn, turn and a time for every purpose
under Heaven.”

P.S.  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!
(Elaine Scott may be contacted at

siteseein526@aol.com)

By Elaine Scott
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Glory Days In
Local Sports

LOCAL SPORTS MEMORY MACHINE By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

70 Years Ago-This vintage photo of the 1936-37 Hoffman High School varsity basketball
team features seated (l-r) Art Jensen, George Selover, Ted Winnegar, Bill Maxfield, Coach
Eugene “Jimmy” Dobrzynski.  Standing (l-r) Ken Buchanan, Bob Maxfield, Chet Sprague,
Ben Springle, Ernie Read.  (Photo courtesy of George Selover)

1943-Sayreville opened its
basketball season with a 32-21
victory over St. Mary’s Perth
Amboy.  Homer Dill led the attack
with 13 points, and Ted Gutkowski

added 11.  1951-The Bombers
finished the football campaign
with a convincing 18-8 win over

Woodbridge.  Bob Rhatican fired a 7-yd. TD
pass to Joe Rudy, and also ran for a 1-yd.
touchdown.  Walt Kurczeski also had a 1-
yd. TD plunge.  1969-St. Mary’s blasted
JFK, 93-56 in the first round of the Msgr.
Sullivan Christmas Tournament.  Nick
Charmello fired in 25 points, George
Krzyzanowski 24 and Ted Krzyzanowski
14.  1979-Coach Reggie Carney’s Lady
Guvs opened the season with an easy 91-24
rout over East Brunswick Tech.  Sue Check
burned the nets for 28 points and grabbed 18
rebounds, and Jamie White poured in 20
markers.  1980-St. Peter’s basketball team
snapped the Eagles 17-game winning streak,
62-58.  Paul Fecskovics hit for 18 points and
Danny Kudelka 15.  1993-St. Mary’s Girls
Cross Country team beat Dunellen, 15-50.
Claudia Was finished 1st in 24:27, and
Patricia O’Toole was 2nd in 24:35.  2002-
South Amboy girls’ soccer club downed
Dunellen, 4-2.  Patty Sebold nailed 2 goals,
Kelly Jarosz and Kiersten McCarthy 1 goal
apiece.

Sport-Boys Basketball
Year 1971
Teams-Hoffman vs. Sayreville
Recap-Guvs junior, Jim Keegan had a

career game by pouring in 30 points and
ripping 16 rebounds to lead Hoffman to a
92-74 romp over the Bombers.  After a 15-
15 first quarter standoff, the Purple & Gold
took a 39-34 lead at halftime, and opened it
up to 69-46 after three stanzas.  Danny
Paone pumped in 21 points, Ronnie Croddick
14 and

Gary Lange 13 for the winners.  Nick
Cegerenko and Greg Lyon scored 13 points
apiece, and Dave Kwiatkowski 12 for
Sayreville.

MVP-Jim Keegan

T.H.E.
Game

Those
C.Y.O.
Days
1960’s Amboy Area
CYO Grammar
School Divison

St. Mary’s squeaked by Sacred Heart
33-29 behind Ronnie Croddick’s 14 points.
The loss was Sacred Heart’s first in the
league in 2 years.

Jay Thomas tossed in 14 points to lead
Sacred Heart to an easy 55-23 romp over St.
Anthony’s of Port Reading.
1960’s Amboy Area CYO High School
Division

Tom Downs gunned in 18 points to lead
St. Mary’s to an upset 48-44 win over St.
Stephen’s (9-0) of Perth Amboy.

St. Bernadette’s topped St. Lawrence,
69-64 behind Jim Lubois’ 26 tallies.

OLV belted St. Cecelia’s 52-26 as Larry
Kenny netted 13 points.

Guvs Break Scoring
Record

1970-Coach Ray Tomaszewski’s
mighty Hoffman Governors boys’ basket-
ball team, destroyed Keansburg 114-57, to
break the old school record of 108 points.
Led by junior Tom Wortley, who had his
greatest high school game with 24 points
and 25 rebounds, the Titans were no match
for the Purple and Gold in this classic con-
test played at the old George St. Gym, known
as “The Bandbox.”

Hoffman hit the century mark on a
basket by Jim Keegan with 3:30 left in the
game.  In addition to Wortley’s 24 markers,
5 other Guvs hit for double figures: Larry
Kurzawa 23, Ron Croddick 18, Gary Lange
14, Keegan 13 and Jim Croddick 10.

Note:  The record still stands today, 36
years later.

The Cheerleaders
35 Years Ago-Hoffman’s 1971 varsity

cheerleaders, under the fine guidance of
advisor Joanne Donnelly were: Benita
Formoso, Joyce Bright, Patti Shaluha,
Michelle Kosovich, Janet Shaluha, Susan
Newton, Patti Jorgensen, Laurie Stratton,
Nancy Hoffman, Maureen Helton, Peggy
Mundy, Kari Vona.

35 Years Ago
1971-The first-ever annual All-City

Basketball team was selected by the players
and coaches of the South Amboy Men’s
Senior Basketball League.   The team featur-
ing the best players was presented by the
“The South Amboy Citizen,” and was the
innovation of then, cub sportswriter, Tom
Burkard.

All City 1st Team-Nick Charmello, Ron
“Mucci” Ciszewski, Tom Holovacko, Ray
Downs, Jerry Kudrick, Coach Rick
Ferguson.

Note: Rookie phenom, Nick Charmello
led the league with an outstanding (20.2)
scoring avg.
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School Sports (As of Nov. 1)
By Tom Burkard

Football
Sayreville (7-1) Quarterback Mark

Margres, Reinaldo Rodriguez, Michael
Knight, John Nastvogel, Raheim Clarke,
Adam Curry and Bobby Woods have been
recently superb.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-5) Dontre
Merricks, Melvin Smith, Ryan Brock, Elliot
Medina and Jaret Jirak have excelled since
last month.
Boys Soccer

Sayreville (14-4-1) Over the last few
matches, Colly Muwalo, Kene Eze, Matt
Welna, Kevin Black, Matt Colgan and goalie
Jason Tash have been outstanding.

South Amboy (11-4-1) Sean Gardner,
Oscar and Diego Cuello, Colin
Krzyzanowski, and Rusty Schamborozski
have been playing tough soccer.

Cardinal McCarrick (5-7) Joe Reyes,
Chris Szewczuk, Sean Williams and goal-
keeper Rob Geant have paved the way over
the last few matches.
Girls Soccer

South Amboy (9-4-1) Lynn Bloodgood,
Kaleigh DeLucca and keeper Katey
Charmello have been outstanding.

Sayreville (9-10) Joliese Aponte,
Heather Roy and Maryann Boulton were
tough down the homestretch.

Cardinal McCarrick (6-7-1) Anne
Trecolis, Allison Smith, Stephanie Pires,
Rebecca Bowsky and goalie Emma Murray
played inspirational soccer towards the end
of the season.

Boys Cross Country
Sayreville (1-3) Top runners: Joe Vedia,

Shane Zuczek, Oscar Reyes, Chris Stratton.
South Amboy (4-4) Top runners: Matt

Richmond, John Winkler, Mark Parisen,
Kyle Septor.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-6) Top runners:
Matt Wiater, Paul Conlon, Dalfin Balili,
Tyler Raba.
Girls Cross Country

Sayreville (5-0) The top runner was
GMC champion, Heather Miara who was
undefeated in dual meets.  Also fine runners
are Shannon McKenna, Melissa Gulyas,
Erin Fitzgibbons, Josie Rivera, and Rebecca
Serrano.

South Amboy (3-3) Top runners: Myra
Dabkowski, Lauren Drennan, Margerita
Galanos, Brianna Septor.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-3) Top runner
was Whylia Thornton.
Field Hockey

Sayreville (8-7-4) Top performers over
the last few games were Erica Latz, Chrissy
Deleto, Kristy Langella, Kristen Quinn,
Danielle Hoyte.
Girls Tennis

Sayreville (11-7) Singles Standouts
were Jane Viernes, Kathrine Vergara, and
starring in Doubles were the teams of Sonya
Shah-Jessica Kitrys, and also Tanasia Wil-
son-Leann Young.

South Amboy (1-13) Recent winners in
doubles were the teams of Elisha Bancer-
Celeste Bartlett, and also Kylie O’Rourke-
Lacey Holovacko.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-14)  Recently
successful was Amy Pacansky in singles
and doubles, Kristy Rivera in singles, and
the doubles team of Jessica Costa-Alanna
Cholewa.

Coach Ed Twomey (c), has decided to step down as the Cardinal McCarrick boys cross
country coach after 23 outstanding years in which his Eagles teams finished (164-148).

Coach Twomey Steps Down
After 23 years of coaching the boys the

boys cross country team at St. Mary’s/Car-
dinal McCarrick, Coach Ed Twomey has
decided that this season would be his last.
After being named Director of Guidance 5
years ago, Coach Twomey has seen in-
creased time commitments after school that
have conflicted with his coaching duties.
He just felt it was time to turn the leadership
over to a younger person who could invigo-
rate the program with the necessary energy,
passion, and knowledge.

Twomey’s boys cross country career
got off to an impressive start when his 1984
team (Led by Randy Wilson) won the Cen-
tral Valley Conference Championship.
However, there were lean times ahead, and
his career record after his first 8 seasons was
(32-74).  At that point, an infusion of talent
into the program that started with John Kugel,
turned things around in the early ‘90’s.  The
team’s combined record over the next 8
seasons was a superb (92-29).  Over his final
15 years of coaching, he had only 2 losing
seasons.  He finished with a career record of
(164-148).

Besides Wilson and Kugel, some of the
best runners to compete for Twomey’s teams
included: Kevin Byrne, Andy Ahern, Joe
Majkowski, Keith Bennett, Anthony
Valdivieso, Tom Boychuk, Charles Riccardi,
Casey Woods, Andy Wetzel, Mike Costello,
and current number one, Matt Wiater.  Two
families each contributed 4 sons to his teams.
The Zmigrodski Family (Ben, Jeff, Mike,
David), and the Pizzillo Family (Gerard,

James, Tom, Joe) were major contributors
to those winning teams.

Twomey’s teams were also successful
in other sports.  His 1982 JV basketball team
came in 1st place in the CVC and his girls
cross country team won the Blue Division in
’86.  Twomey also coached tennis great,
Matt Sabo, who won 3 consecutive GMC
titles at 1st singles in the late ‘90’s.  In 1992
Coach Twomey was named “Coach of the
Year” by the “Home News.”  Besides the 23
seasons coaching boys cross country,
Twomey spent 6 seasons coaching girls
cross country, and 9 years coaching boys’
tennis.  So this year the total reached 50
seasons coaching the boys and girls at St.
Mary’s/Cardinal McCarrick HS.

“By far, it was the relationship with my
players that was most important to me, and
what I will miss the most,” said Twomey.
He looks forward to working with his suc-
cessor to make sure that the fine reputation
of boys cross country at Cardinal McCarrick
HS will continue to flourish.  Our hats are off
to Coach Ed Twomey on a truly outstanding
career of dedication!  Congratulations, Ed
and may God Bless!

Sayreville Girls 6th
The Sayreville Girls Cross Country team

finished 6th in the GMCT, while Coach
Fred Henry’s South Amboy club came in
18th.  The Sayreville boys team took 16th
place and South Amboy was number 20.

Individual Finishes
Girls GMCT Cross Country

1-Heather Miara, Sayreville 11-Shan-
non McKenna, Sayr 36-Erin Fitzgibbons,
Sayr 40-Melissa Gulyas, Sayr 66-Rebecca
Serrano, Sayr 68-Alexa Cangelosi, Sayr
69-Whylia Thornton, Cardinal McCarrick
76-Margarita Galanos, South Amboy 85-
Myra Dabkowski, SA 97-Caitlyn Wriole,
Sayr 112-Lauren Drennan, SA 113-Aliki
Galanos, SA 116-Brianna Septor, SA 123-
Ashley Tackman, SA 126-Joanna Prumos,
CM 128-Kim Richmond, SA.
Boys GMCT Cross Country

70-Shane Zuczek, Sayr 85-Stephan
Bisaha, Sayr 88-Kyle Septor, SA 99-Oscar
Reyes, Sayr 104-Matt Wiater, CM 106-
Matt Richmond, SA 112-Nick Pizzi, Sayr
117-Sean Hullings, Sayr 123-John Winkler,
SA 135-Mark Parisen, SA 137-Paul
Delacosta, Sayr 141-Alex Simon, Sayr 143-
Paul Conlon, CM 145-Ryan Stevens, SA
146 Connor Anderson, SA 155-Taylor
Robbins, SA.

Sayreville Wins Pop
Warner Title

The Sayreville Leprechauns recently
won a thrilling 27-20 overtime Central Jer-
sey Division 2 championship over Edison.
Zavonne Perkinson turned in a tremendous
performance by scoring on a 3-yd., game-
winning touchdown run in OT, and also
intercepted a pass to halt Edison’s come-
back attempt.   Perkinson finished the memo-
rable game with 4 TD’s also scoring on long
runs of 69, 30 and 74 yards.  Joe MacMahon
is Sayreville’s head coach and was looking
forward to continuing on in the playoffs.

SA Wins In Semis
Coach Ken Blekeski’s South Amboy

Lady Guvs girls’ soccer club nipped Flo-
rence, 3-2 in sudden death, in the CJ Group
I semis.  Kaleigh DeLucca connected for the
game-winning shot in the first round of
sudden death.  She also hit the same shot in
the first round of penalty kicks.  Hannah
Riley and Kayla Laratta also scored for SA.

Bombers Beat Guvs
In the second round of the GMCT boys

soccer tourney, Sayreville shutout South
Amboy, 3-0.  Colly Muwalo, Kene Eze, and
Matt Welna scored a goal apiece.  Jason
Tash recorded the 3 save shutout.

State Tourney
Boys Soccer

The Sayreville Bombers (14-4-1) were
shocked by Marlboro (11-9-1), 6-0 in CJ
Group IV play.
Girls Soccer

Montgomery throttled Sayreville, 3-0
in the opening round of CJ Group IV.
Field Hockey

In the North 2 Group IV semis,
Middletown North eliminated Sayreville, 3-
0.  The Bombers finished the year at (8-7-4).
Tennis

Marlboro defeated Sayreville 5-0 in the
opening round of CJ Group IV play.

Miara Wins County
Title

Sayreville girls cross country superstar,
Heather Miara captured the Greater
Middlesex Conference Championship girls’
individual championship in a winning time
of 19:44 on a wet and soggy course at
Thompson Park in Jamesburg.  Miara was
outstanding from the start, as she became
the first Sayreville girl in history to win the
crown.  Bob Beers was the only Sayreville
boy to win the title, accomplishing the fete
back in 1986.

Miara had an incredible season, finish-
ing undefeated in dual meets.  Congratula-
tions, Heather!

South Amboy Takes
3rd

The South Amboy girls’ cross country
team, under the guidance of Coach Fred
Henry captured 3rd place in the CJ Group I
meet.  Margarita Galanos finished in 7th
place, and Myra Dabkowski 10th for the
Lady Guvs.  Congratulations!

GMCT
Boys Soccer

St. Joseph’s nipped the Bombers 2-1 in
a quarterfinal shootout.  Colly Muwalo
scored the lone goal for the Blue & Gray.
Girls Soccer

Second Round-Sayreville nipped North
Brunswick, 3-2.  Jolise Aponte netted the
tying and winning goals, and Heather Roy
also scored.

Monroe blasted South Amboy, 5-0.
Quarterfinals-Woodbridge stopped

Sayreville 3-0.

Bounce Back
Dance

The Bounce Back Fund is sponsoring a
Bounce Back Dance on Saturday, Novem-
ber 25, 2006 from 7PM-11PM at Monsignor
Dalton Hall, Main Street in Sayreville. This
is a benefit function of the Bounce Back
Fund to help defray medical costs for Michael
Daly.  The cost of the dance is $25.00 a
person. You must be 18 years or age or older
to attend. A hot buffet will be served along
with dessert and coffee, tea, and soft drinks.
Feel free to B.Y.O.B. GMD Sounds will
provide the music for the evening. For fur-
ther information or to purchase tickets, please
contact Theresa at (732) 613-1622, Pat at
(732)234-3750 or Liz at (732) 257-0077
X223.
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LETTERS

WWW.?
This is a really easy one for a change,
and if you guess the correct answer
right, your name will be entered in
The SA Times 15th Anniversary
Giveaway Contest Drawing, and be
eligible for 20 GREAT PRIZES (No
strings).

Last Month’s Winner

Tom,
I have enclosed my check to continue

my and my mother’s subscriptions for the
next 2 years.  I think the newspaper’s great!
It brings back tremendous childhood memo-
ries of growing up in South Amboy.  It
especially reminds me of having the oppor-
tunity to play with many great athletes at St.
Mary’s, against great athletes from Hoffman
and Sayreville High Schools, and playing
with all of them on summer all-star teams.

What a spectacular article about Steve
Makwinski!  I played with and against Steve
from the time we were 10 through our high
school years, and he was the BEST player I
ever saw.  The great thing about Steve was
that although he was a great player, he was
an even better person.

I live in Pennsylvania with my wife and
three children.  I am a recently retired Part-
ner from PricewaterhouseCoopers, and I am
now spending my time building a baseball
field for my kids, and playing golf with
family and friends.

Thanks for doing such a fantastic job on
the paper.  It really brings a smile to my face,
and my mom’s when it comes in the mail.

Regards,
Jeffrey St. Amour
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Pennsylvania

Veterans Day
Veterans Day is that special day dedi-

cated to remembering and paying tribute to
those Americans who courageously de-
fended the freedom that we enjoy today.
These were young men and women who
interrupted their careers, gave up their com-
fort and safety by leaving their home and
family for the country they loved.  They did
so to preserve the freedoms made by their
ancestors and former Americans who made
the same sacrifices to keep their country an
independent nation.  Many paid for that love
with their lives.  Countless others are suffer-
ing from partial or total disability, they must
spend their lives on beds of suffering and
pain.

To honor the great services of our vet-
erans and the many pains and sacrifices
which they endured to preserve our freedom
should always be remembered.  It was Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt who said that,
“The nation that forgets its defenders will
itself be soon forgotten.”  As a tribute to
those who defended and fought to keep
America an independent nation, the many
veteran organizations observe the day with
reverent prayers and solemn and patriotic
ceremonies.

According to V.A. statistics, 45% of

Send your answers by e-mail to:
satimes@aol.com or by mail to:
The SA Times, PO Box 3027, South
Amboy, NJ 08879.
Include your name, age, address,
phone number.  1 entry per family,
contestants must live in South
Amboy or Sayreville, contestants
must be 21 years or older.
  All prizes are non-transferrable.
*See details in ad to the right.

The stone slab with the words “Concert
Hall 1867” was a real puzzler.  South
Amboy’s George Selover, who had lived on
Second St. for 42 years said, that years ago,
the stone  was placed in front of the 3-story
brick building on the corner of Broadway
and Second St. (Where the Krauszer’s is
now located)  “The building was later used
by Sigmund Eisner to make uniforms for
soldiers (Probably 1940’s) and later boy

scouts,” said Selover.  He also mentioned
that he had seen the stone recently by the
AOH building in South Amboy.  The most
likely scenario is that the building was in
fact a concert hall from 1867 until it became
a factory.    The photo of the stone was taken
at its current resting place, almost directly
behind South Amboy City Hall near the
parking lot.  Thank You, Bill Garnett for the
tip!

veterans are over 65 years of age and in 5
years, about 1.6 million will be over 85
years old.  Also we are losing over 1,500
World War II veterans each day.  It is the
hope and desire that these veteran services
will instill the meaning and respect for vet-
erans to our youth of today, to whom the
torch of liberty and American values and
traditions will be passed in the new future.

Joseph F. Ziemba
Sayreville
World War II Veteran, Survivor of Iwo

Jima, Flamethrower

Tom,
I look forward to your paper every

month, sometimes just to see how my friends
are doing around town.  Keep up the great
job!

Rich Kosmoski
Parlin

Tom,
I just relocated to High Point, NC and

renewed my subscription.  Congratulations
on 15 successful years with The SA Times!
Keep up the great work!

I really enjoyed the article on a very
close childhood and high school friend and
teammate, Steve Makwinski.  Great article!
It brought back very fond memories.  If the
Sayreville/South Amboy area produced a
more dominant player on both the basket-
ball court and baseball diamond, I would
like to meet that individual.

My best wishes for another 15 success-
ful years!

Bill D’Amico
(Formerly of Sayreville)
High Point, NC

Hi Tom,
Got into reading your “Collectors Is-

sue” this past weekend, and no doubt about
it: The South Amboy-Sayreville Times is 15
years better and more “Priceless” than ever.
Tom, your accomplishments are outstand-
ing and it is my pleasure to call you “friend.”
So, good friend, keep those great issues
coming.  I enjoy them all.  Heartiest con-
gratulations on 15 years!  And here’s to
another 15 years!!!

Ron Kukulski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida
*Ron is the former Sports Editor for

“The News Tribune” (now The Home News
Tribune), and has been in the newspaper
field his entire life, recently retiring from
The Sun Sentinel, Florida’s largest daily
newspaper.

Hi Tom,
Thanks for a great newspaper!  I hope

you are doing well.
Dennis Yanoski
(Formerly of South Amboy/Morgan)
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Longevity Medical, LLC
We at Longevity Medical, LLC mean it

when we say “where life gets better and the
choice is yours”. Located in the South Amboy
Medical Center at 540 Bordentown Ave.
Suite 4200, 732-721-6789.

Longevity Medical is a multi disciplin-
ary practice where the patient has a choice of
treatments available to them. Traditional
medical protocols are always available as
well as alternative medical procedures.

We offer Chiropractic care for those
conditions responding more favorably to
chiropractic therapies. We have the latest
disc decompression modalities for herni-
ated and bulging discs. We also provide a
staff physical therapist to provide rehabili-
tation to our patients being treated for auto,
work, sports or other related injuries.

If unwanted hair, age spots, spider veins
or acne is troubling you, Longevity Medical
offers light therapy to reduce their presence
as well as provide other enhancing and age
reducing appearances.

We offer medically supervised weight
loss and management programs resulting in
improved health resulting in a more active
and enjoyable life. Getting to and keeping
your desired weight is not easy but we are
here to make it happen.

Many in our area are carrying within
them high levels of lead, mercury, arsenic
and other toxic metals. These are contribu-
tors to so many illnesses including cancer,
high blood pressure, diabetes, heart disease,
chronic fatigue syndrome and fibromyalgia
just to name a few. At Longevity Medical
we “get the lead out” through Chelation

therapy a medically accepted procedure for
such a problem. In addition Longevity Medi-
cal is proud to be working with the National
Institute of Health in their Trial to Assess the
Effect of Chelation on survivors of heart
attacks. If you or some one you know is over
50 and has suffered a heart attack there is
still time for them to participate in this
wonderful study being done in our office
here in South Amboy.

For those who are feeling stressed, achy
and tired -enjoy the experience of a medi-
cally therapeutic massage. Take advantage
of the Longevity Medical affordable mas-
sage program.

To top everything we do here at Lon-
gevity Medical we invite everyone to par-
ticipate in our once a month open house,
“Ask The Doctors”. Held every last Wednes-
day of every month from 6:30 to 7:30PM.
We discuss a current topic of interest for 20
minutes and the remaining time is available
to ask questions about any health related
issue. Don’t worry about missing dinner as
refreshments are served, so bring your ques-
tions and bring a friend. Please call to re-
serve a place as seating is limited. 732-721-
6789.

At Longevity Medical LLC we pride
ourselves in the attention we give to our
patients. You are never rushed as we need to
listen to what you have to say so that we can
provide you with the best we have to give.
We look on each patient as being part of our
extended family. Who better to care for you
than one of your family?

When you need us we are always just a
phone call away 732-721-6789

CHRISTMAS • HANUKA • NEW YEARSCHRISTMAS • HANUKA • NEW YEARS

SPECIAL EDITION
ON  NEWS STANDS DEC. 16TH

HappyHolidays

SPECIAL EDITION
ON  NEWS STANDS DEC. 16TH
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Danny Mantle (l) and David Mantle
(r) sons of the legendary baseball
great, Mickey Mantle, were
featured at the Friend’s Health
Connection’s presentation,
“Celebrate Transplatation & Raise
Awareness for Organ Donation.”
The event was recently held at
The Pines in Edison.  The Mantle
Brothers met with SA Times
Publisher/Author Tom Burkard (c),
and they are shown holding up
their copies of Tom’s first book,
“The Ultimate Mickey Mantle Trivia
Book.”  David said that he had
bought several copies at a Barnes
& Noble back home in Dallas,
Texas for friends when the book
first came out and everyone loved
it.  They were also signing copies
of another new book, “Mickey
Mantle-Stories & Memorabilia
From A Lifetime With The Mick by
Mickey Herskowitz with Danny &
David Mantle.  (Photo by Brian
Stratton)

Before and After-In photo at left, Scouts, leaders and parents of Troop 95 of South Amboy, help out Mike Harris at his Eagle project on Sept. 30 at Christ Church.  Mike’s project was
to relocate the Ruth J. Thompson Memorial Garden to make way for the church’s new thrift store.  The flag pole was moved by David Kales and Joseph Polomene, workers of Polo
Contracting, and Robert McKeon of McKeon Brothers, who all donated their time and equipment.  The bricks used to make the cross were salvaged from the old thrift store when it was
demolished in Sept. 2005.  The beautiful finished product is featured in the photo on the right.  (Photos courtesy of John Harris).

American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 of South Amboy held Veterans Day Services in
front of City Hall.  Pictured after placing the Veterans Memorial Wreath are (l-r) Commander
Bob “Zak” Sekerak, and members Harold Dennen and Pete Casey.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

To Set The Record Straight
The following is in response to the comments made in a Nov. 4, 2006

election campaign flyer, which was distributed to South Amboy residents by
the unsuccessful candidates for mayor and council.

“First of all, I have been employed as a part-time Recreation Supervisor for
the City of South Amboy for the past 18 years.  As most locals know, part-time
City workers are not entitled to paid benefits.  I have never received paid health
benefits from the City of South Amboy, and my entire check from my position,
in addition to another $373.00 covered personally by myself, is paid monthly to
secure the health coverage. I have all the cancelled checks to prove it.
Secondly, our newspaper is known as “The Good News Newspaper, “ and we
make our living through advertising, and will gladly accept an ad from any
political candidate, which is exactly what we did, from both South Amboy and
Sayreville.  I was contacted by phone from a representative of South Amboy’s
unsuccessful candidates, and asked for advertising rates, which they were
given.  This was their final move, and they never contacted us again for
advertising or anything.

I hope this helps to answer any controversial questions started by that
campaign flyer”.

Sincerely,
Tom Burkard
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Ms. Lynn Stratton-Freyer of South Amboy
announces the engagement of her daughter
Corinne Joy Freyer to Dennis Ercegovic son
of Vinko and Mirela Ercegovic of Flushing,
New York.  Corinne graduated from HG
Hoffman High School and Rutgers University.
She is currently employed by Coty, Inc as a
Manager of Corporate Finance.  Dennis is a
graduate of St. Francis Prep and St. Johns
University.  He is currently employed by
American Home Mortgage as a Transactions
Manager.  The couple is planning a fall 2007
wedding and plan to reside in Queens. (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Sayreville Couple Survives Earthquake
By Clem Skarzynski

Cindy Cartegna (l) and her husband Nick (r)
are shown during their vacation to Hawaii,
which happened to be when the earthquake
hit Kihola Bay on October 15.

“Also included in your dream vacation
to Hawaii will be an earthquake of 6.7 mag-
nitude.  Aloha!”

Well, the above statement was not in
the travel brochure, but a local couple whose
dream to visit “Paradise” for 12 days got to
experience a phenomenon most, if not all of
us never have or wish to.  On the 11th day of
their 12 day adventure, Sayreville residents,
Nick and Cindy Cartegna awoke at 7 a.m. in
their 6th floor suite at the Hotel Sheraton
Keahou, on the Big Island of Hawaii situ-
ated on Kona.  According to Nick, “It was
7:07 a.m., and I had just showered, and felt
a rumbling and vibration begin.  Within
seconds, the entire building began sway-
ing.”  Cindy, feeling the same sensations
said, “I ran to our room door and kept trying
to pull the door open with Nick, but the door

was jammed shut.  Our first thought was it’s
an earthquake, the building is going to “pan-
cake.”  We’ve got to get out!”  Finally
pulling the door open, Nick and Cindy made
their way to the staircase which was “Sway-
ing like in a fun house,” except it wasn’t fun,
and made their exit among the falling con-
crete and the “Screeching” of the building’s
steel girders to the hotel’s parking lot.  Nick
estimates this to be around 2 minutes since
it began.

Nick in his boxer shorts and nail clip-
pers, and Cindy in her pajamas and robe,
met a couple from Michigan, got into their
rental car, and drove north to higher ground,
fearing a Tsunami.  Nick and Cindy stated,
“The damage to roads and buildings was
bad.  We were in Kona, the epicenter of the
quake, but the damage further North in Oahu
was worse.”

When all seemed safe, they made the
trip back to their hotel, and after a clean-up,
“Our room was completely destroyed, glass
broken, dressers destroyed.  We were able to
retrieve our wallets, clothing and whatever
else we could find.”  After 2 hours, cell
phone service was restored, so Nick and
Cindy could call their daughters Julie and
Beth here in Sayreville, and let them know
they were O.K.  Cindy stated, “It was so
surreal, like it almost didn’t happen.”  As for
Nick, “At that moment, you’re dumb-
founded.  You’re not awake, and your brain
is trying to register what’s going on.  Very,
very crazy!”

So, I the writer posed the question:
Would you guys go back?  “Oh yes, the trip
to the islands was breathtaking, definitely
paradise.”

Well, Cindy and Nick Cartegna, we’re
glad you’re back, and I’d check the travel
brochure for any fine print.  Oh yeah.  Aloha!

Race A Huge
Success

On Sat., Oct. 14, the Sayreville Recre-
ation Dept. held its 4th Annual “Hit the
Bricks” 5 Mile Race with proceeds support-
ing Sayreville Association for Brain Injured
Children.  Once again the event was a huge
success with over 100 runners participating.
The Recreation Dept. would like to say
thank you to the race sponsors for their
financial support, and to all the volunteers
for donating their time and effort to this
worthy cause.  In addition a special thank
you to the race committee, Police, Fire, First
Aid, Sayreville Conservation Corp, and Girl
Scout Troop 504 for their outstanding per-
formance and making this event such a huge
success.

A Look Back At ’63
November 22, 1963 was one of the

saddest days in the history of the United
States, when beloved President John F.
Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas.
It was undoubtedly a difficult time for ev-
eryone, but life went on, and in South
Amboy:

On Nov. 24, Carolee Midura was
elected president of the Sacred Heart CYO.
Also elected were Marjorie Janas-VP;
Bernadette Gomolka-Secretary; Barbara
Rusczyk-Treasurer.

Mrs. Francis W. Bulman, president of
St. Mary’s High School PTA announced the
annual buffet dinner-dance sponsored by
the fathers of the PTA would be held on Feb.
8, 1964.

62nd Anniversary

Fran and Allie Clark of South Amboy recently
celebrated their 62nd Anniversary at
Dooling’s Restaurant, Spring Lake.  The
festive occasion was given by their children.
Congratulations!

Wizards At Samsel
The world famous Harlem Wizards will

visit the Samsel Upper Elementary School
in Sayreville on November 20th!  Join us for
an evening of laughter & fun sponsored by
the SUES Character Education Program,
and be there to witness the teachers of
Sayreville take on these basketball giants!
Monday, November 20th, 7-9pm, at the
Samsel UES, Ernston Road, Sayreville.  Pre-
admission tickets $5 for students/$8 adults;
$8 students/$12 adults at the door.  Children
4 and under are free.  For more information,
contact Kathy Moskal – kmoskal@sayrevillek12.net

Engaged
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Thrift Shop Open
The Christ Church Thrift Store is now

open again, on Tues. and Thurs. from 1-3
p.m.  The entrance is from 257 Fourth St.
They are also accepting seasonal (Winter)
donations only at this time.

House Decorating
Contest

The Sayreville Recreation Dept. is spon-
soring its Annual Holiday House Decorat-
ing Contest, open to Sayreville residents
only.  Judging will be held on Dec. 13.  To
register, telephone the Rec Office by Dec. 8
at 732-390-7092 or.

Hike For Adults
Cheesequake State Park will sponsor a

Cedar Swamp Hike for Adults on Nov. 26
starting at 1 p.m. at the Interpretive Center.
Participants must be over 18 years old to
participate in the FREE event.  For more
info call 732-566-3208.

Holiday Party
Concert

The Sandy Sasso Holiday Party Con-
cert, sponsored by The Cultural Arts Coun-
cil of the Borough of Sayreville will be held
at the Senior Center, Main Street, Sayreville
on Thurs., Dec. 7, starting at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is FREE, and there will be light
refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  Any
questions, call 732-613-0049.

Toy Drive
ReMax Best Realty is sponsoring a Toy

Drive for CMN to benefit Robert Wood
Johnson Children’s Hospital in New
Brunswick.  The hospital has a total of 100
patients, anging in age from days old to 21
years.  Please be aware that for health and
allergy reasons, the hospital cannot accept
stuffed animals or toys, medical games or
latex balloons.

Please consider helping us fill the wish
list (see below) of the children.

You can bring the toys and/or items to
our Highland Park or South Amboy offices
on or before December 18, 2006.  Any
assistance will be greatly appreciated!!!
(NOTE:  All items must be new and un-
wrapped).

Thank you for your help!
WISH LIST 2006

• Infant toys (toys that make noise, light up)
• Infant mobiles, crib mirrors
• Rattles, pacifiers, teething rings
• Lullaby Music CD’s, Relaxation Music

CD’s
• Plastic Play animals (dinosaurs, farm ani-

mals)
• Baby Einstein DVD’s
• Infant Blocks, Snap Beads
• Music CD’s (teen, children, infants)
• Teen and school age movies (new releases,

Sponge-Bob, Dora, English and Spanish)
• Puzzles (25 – 100 pieces)
• Game Cube, X-box , X-box 360 games

Student Ambassadors
Food Drive

The Student Ambassadors of the Samsel
Upper Elementary School recently con-
ducted a food drive along with Eisenhower
School, Arleth, and the Sayreville Middle
School to help provide food for the local
Sayreville Food Bank. On November 22nd,
the Student Ambassadors collected all the
food donations from the four schools and
brought them to the food bank housed in the
Sayreville Senior Center. The food drive
was coordinated by head advisor Jeanna
Duda along with advisors Dana Smith and
Trish Zupko. The Student Ambassadors are
proud of their efforts to provide for those
less fortunate than themselves during the
holiday season.

HAPPY

THANKSGIVING



South Amboy-Sayreville Times November 18, 2006   25

Where Have You Gone, Jay Derent?
By Tom Burkard

Rewind your memory banks back to
1963-64.  Seems like a long time ago, but if
you try hard enough, you can probably re-
member Luke Lenahan’s powerful St.
Mary’s Eagles basketball team blowing op-
ponents away.  Leading the scoring attack
with one of the prettiest jump shots anyone
has ever seen, was number 22, John “Jay”
Derent.  One of the most gifted players in the
school’s history, Jay led the club to an out-
standing (18-5) record with 434 points, 18.9
avg., and was the go-to guy when this pow-
erhouse needed points against strong oppo-
nents such as Cathedral, CBA, St. Mary’s
Elizabeth, St. Rose, Belmar.  Derent also
possessed tremendous jumping ability, and
although just a shade under 6-feet, he could
dunk the ball when he was a junior.

Many grammar school youngsters idol-
ized Eagles’ players that year, and so did I,
and my favorite was Jay Derent.  As a 7th
grader, I attended almost all of St. Mary’s
games that season, thanks to Ray Durski for
taking me to the away games along with Ken
Kokoszka, Lenny Chrzaszcz, the late Bob
Vinnae, and Tom Lovely.  We had a great
time going to the games, making memories,
and I’ll never forget my first trip to
McDonald’s was on our way to see the St.
Rose, Belmar game.

It was a great honor for me to have
interviewed my hero, and here it is for your
reading pleasure.

John “Jay” Derent grew up in Sayreville,
and played in the Borough’s youth leagues.
He was a member of Mytnick’s Little League
team, and said his favorite memory was
riding in the back of a pickup truck to the
games.  He was coached by “Pepper” Smith,
and recalled a few of his teammates includ-
ing Smith’s son, Stanton Smith and Don
Schwartzenberger.  Also opponents who
would later become friends and teammates
such as John “Jake” Kukulski, Bobby
Suminski, Eddie Cox, Freddie Blaszka.  Jay’s
Babe Ruth League team, Derent Fuel was
sponsored by his father John, who was an
assistant to Coach Casey Zygmond.  His
sports heroes as a youngster were Rafer
Johnson, and  Mickey Mantle, and his favor-
ite teams were the Boston Celtics and the
Yankees.

Derent, played Grammar School bas-
ketball for Our Lady of Victories under the
fine guidance of Coach John Wojcik.  Jay
said that, “Every coach teaches you some-
thing.  He taught us how to box out.  He also
told us not to smoke, stay in shape, and it’s
the best advice you can give somebody.  He
was very good teaching basics, and very
patient.  I still see him, and he is a great guy!”
Some of his teammates were Smith, Cox,
Tom Schmidt “the best player,” according
to Derent, “Jake” Kukulski, and Jerry Plewa.

“What makes you better in basketball
when you’re a kid is playing against older
guys.  I got to play Ron Ciszewski, Bill
Mandy, Bob Suminski, Jim Garbowski, Mike
Lyons, and Eddie Cox, who taught me how
to play.  By playing them you either get
better or discouraged,” he stated.

By now, Derent had honed his skills in
baseball and basketball and it was on to St.
Mary’s High School, and another level of
challenges.  He said that, “I remember my
classmates most of all.  I really enjoyed
going to school, and didn’t miss a day in 4
years.”  That’s quite an accomplishment!

In high school he recalled playing at
“The Tank” in South Amboy with greats
such as Jack Kreiger, Tom Fitzmorris, and
Tommy Farrell.  “Kreiger was the most
unselfish player, and he could do anything,
rebound, score, pass, dribble, and Gene
Lopez was also a good player,” said Derent.

While reminiscing about the City Se-
ries rivalry between Hoffman and St. Mary’s,
he said that, “My toughest opponents on
Hoffman were John Lange, Dennis Wood,
Jerry Drill and Ken Wahler.  We were all
friendly.  It was a friendly rivalry, and no-
body hated each other.  They were really
good guys.”  He also grew up in Sayreville,
so when the Eagles met the Bombers, it was
like a reunion of guys he played with at
Lincoln Street School in pickup games.
Legendary Sayreville players such as Bill
Mandy, Jeff Osowski, Bob Nita,  Billy
Senkowski, Bob Kupcha, and John
Karlowitz, all were “Good guys” according
to Jay.  “Mandy was real strong and could
take the ball to the basket,” he added.

His most exciting high school game
was when the Blue & Gold played at St.
Rose of Belmar, and Bob  Kukulski was
injured and didn’t play.  “Joe Chodkiewicz
got in  foul trouble early, and we still man-
aged to beat them.  It felt like I did more in
that game than any other” he said.

Speaking of St. Rose, Derent said that
their star, Bob Verga (Who went on to star in
the  ABA) was the best high school player he
ever faced.

He had the opportunity to play for two
of the All-Time great coaches, Luke Lenahan
in basketball and Bill “Smokey” Ryan on
the baseball diamond.  Jay said that “It was
great playing for Luke.  We won games
because we were in better condition than
other teams.  We could run them down in the
last quarter and put them away.  He really
got you in shape and was a very good coach.”
Derent scored 812 points in his career while
playing for Lenahan, and ranks among the
top 20 scorers in the school’s history.

In 1963, the Eagles won the South Jer-
sey Parochial B State Baseball Champion-
ship.  Jay, who was the starting left-fielder
said that “Coach “Smokey” Ryan was great.
He only had a couple of signs, but he let you
play and steal whenever you wanted.  He let
you run and put pressure on the other team.
If Joe Pohl was pitching, we needed only
one run.  If you played outfield, no one hit
the ball to you.  You thank God that Joe was
on the team.  He was phenomenal.”  He also
recalled that Jack Kreiger and Tom Vona
were “real good.” Jay mentioned that “We
used to practice with Tony Lopez who could
really throw hard, and Vona and Vince
Wisniewski were the only ones who could
hit him consistently.  Tony helped us for
when we faced high school pitching.”

continued in December Issue

Part 1

Jay Derent

Jay Derent
(Photo by Tom Burkard)
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South Amboy
Knightly News

By Steve Schmid
South Amboy Knights of Columbus

Council 426 held its 108th Anniversary din-
ner dance Nov. 3.  Approximately 100 people
turned out on that chilly Friday evening for
a chance to get together and enjoy a fine
evening of dinner and dancing.  Music was
provided by The Fog, members of Our Lady
of Victories Knights of Columbus #2061.

Steve Schmid was honored as the 2005-
2006 “Knight of the Year.”  Mary
Chodkiewicz was honored for her outstand-
ing job of handling hall rentals, decorating,
and cleaning.  Tony Maliszewski received
an award for his excellent participation in
council activities in his first year of mem-
bership.  Council 426 is also having a New
Year’s Eve party at the Council Home, 308
Fourth St., from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.  Cost is $45
per person and includes food, entertainment
and beverages.  For more info and reserva-
tions, call 732-721-2025.

Pub Night-Dec 2
The Middlesex County Police and Fire

Pipes & Drums will be holding a “Pub
Night” on Sat., Dec. 2 from 4-8 p.m. at J.
O’Neill’s Place, 17 Thomas St., Sayreville.
There will be food, music, prizes, drink
specials and lots of fun.  Don’t miss it!

St. Stan’s Christmas
Bazaar

St Stanislaus Kostka H.S.A. 221
MacArthur Avenue in Sayreville Annual
Christmas Bazaar will be held on Sunday,
December 3rd from 11 AM to 5 PM in the
school. 50/50, games and wheels. Tricky
Tray, Small Raffle, Large Raffle and Super
Raffle. Prizes include four 1-day park hop-
per tickets to Disney World Orlando, Ipod
Nano, American Girl Doll, Elmo TMX and
much more! Kitchen open with many spe-
cials. A visit from Santa!
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Confessions of a Half Court Basketball
Player 10:

The Perth Amboy Evening News, Whispering Bells,
Cherry Cokes and Classics Comic Books.

Modern convenience stores are impor-
tant places; they’re where we get our daily
lottery tickets, newspapers, cigarettes, and
most importantly, the SA Times. but these
places with their large size, out of town
ownership, and corporate concerns, could
never hold a candle to the great South Amboy
“candy stores” of yesterday for being an
actual organic part of the community where
you not only purchased items from their
establishments, but went to school with the
proprietors’ kids and saw them in church on
Sunday.

There were many mom and pop “candy
stores”, “confectionaries”, and “deli’s in
town back in the 50’s and 60’s : Tarallos,
Nebuses‘, Pawlowski’s, Gus Potts, Jack’s,
Daly’s, Louie Zall’s, O’Connor’s,
Zalewski’s, Joe’s Smoke Shop, and prob-
ably a dozen more that I’ve forgotten, but, to
me, four stand out as absolute treasures in
the fabric of early teen South Amboy fifties
memories.

1. Tec’s-over by Sacred Heart Church.
We used to go in there after playing basket-
ball in the Sacred Heart parking lot, And the
first thing I remember about Tec’s, besides
Tec” herself, is the great rock and roll and
one of a kind jukebox she had in the store. It
was one of a kind because it had the very
large “78 rpm” sized record and not the
smaller and soon to be universal 45’s.  I must
have played over a hundred thousand juke
box songs in my life, but the first one I ever
played was an obscure Doowop song called
Whispering Bells” by the Dell Vikings at
Tec’s, and we all know you always remem-
ber the first one with a certain affection.

I can still see the yellow and gold colors
of that record spinning at those 78 rpm’s,
and I think the triumph of rock and roll owes
as much of its success to†the magic of
watching the colorful record label hypnoti-

cally spinning round and round and some-
how making accessible the vibrant sound of
those first rock and roll records, as it does to
the rich, rhythmic depth of the music. Of
course, to an early teenager that accessibil-
ity to the new music was of the utmost social
importance.

2. Astarita’s/Prasnall’s- the créme de la
créme of the young teenage hangouts with a
jukebox chiming out “Get a Job“ nana nana
nana nanana, Get a Job nana nana nana nana
“, filled not only with the exotic “out of
towners” waiting for the Public Service or
Marathon buses, but students and  ball play-
ers from St Mary’s field, shoppers from
English Electric, and most importantly for
the boys, this is where the girls were.

3.Kenny’s Sweet Shop- whether it was
the version on Stevens Avenue and David
Street or the later edition on Stevens Avenue
and Henry Street this was “the big time”
with the heavy hitters a jukebox to match,
and a quirky owner whose nickname was
*Lob.  This is where you heard the original
versions of “Bo Diddley, Shout by the Isley
Brothers and the early 1960 version of the
Twist with commentary on the music from
Zeke Christina. And if you remember going
to a St. Mary’s basketball game when the
gym was on top of the old school building,
Kenny’s was the Toots Shorrs’s of the Cherry
Coke and a bag of Wise potato chip set after
the big game.

4.Abbie’s nee Abbatello’s- also on
Steven’s Avenue, between Henry and John
Streets, it was the most comfortable and
benign of pizza parlors, where you could get
a “soggy,” that is an Italian roll soaked in
tomato “gravy” for fifteen cents and a table
by a jukebox stacked with Motown and
Doowop favorites.

continued in December Issue

Part 1

Kaitlyn Codding reviews information from Kean University at the recent College Fair held at
South Amboy High School.  Over 12 colleges were on hand to provide information to the
Junior and Senior classes.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Jacqueline Taggart (l) and her sister Cassandra enjoy painting pumpkins at the South Amboy
PTO’s annual Halloween Pumpkin Painting event.  The pumpkins were donated by Larry
Kasics owner of Lawn Barber Landscapers.
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